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Making the classical connection

t exactly is the binding
force between two Canadi-
an-besed Indian youths,
Professor S R Janakiraman
and Thysgarajs Vidwsat

Samsajam? The answer Is Carnstic music.
Toronto Brothers Ashwin K Iyver (2 PRD
scholar in Electrical Enginesring), Rohin K
Iver (undergraduate of Blomedical Engl-
necring) avidly trained themeeives In clas
sicpl Carnatic music earlier from local
teachers of Toronto and underwent a short
term tufelage under Professer T R Subra-
{jm_s‘;-‘amdeKGmindaRmatPﬂrshm

For the past nine years thoy bave been
honing their skiiis under the guidance of

Professor S R Jenskiteamsan “The dovation -

might be short bat the exsrtises are vigor-
ous,” confides Ashwin “SRJ mame is the
windawn the history of classical musicand
an smaziog gury.” Thelr level of under-
st=nding could be fit in their performsance
m the Thyagarzja Vidwat Samafam The
brothers’ camprebension speitks not of fust
their tlent bur their grro's ability tosharp-
en higdisciples’siilis Anuniquevarnamin
manrangu by Tigsr Varadachari o the not
30 heard Swethaganapathim in ragac-
hoodamani by Disishitsr or the unfamiliar

Kereeibuly in latlyani by Thyagars)s and
a methodical O Rongesoer (espeaally ¢

breatheaking ssngafls in kambofl without

the prelude of an alapana) place thelr con.
certon adifferent plane.

Unison is Lmporiant for combiced
singing "Ttistrue that scheduling ouracty-
ities to suit joint practice sessions is
undoubtedly arduous. But we manage it”
admits Ashwin Rohin’s voice is slightly
robust while Ashwin Is soft. But they share
perfect understanding even 1 delinesting
begada (Bakrhunee choritramu) and
kalvani (Karuvelbulu) alternatively.
*There are plenty of youngsters singing
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Carmatic music mday. Buz I am afrald the &
quality ts & from sansmcnrybammcdt
" the lack of Individuality of singers like MO ©
Qa:aﬁaﬁnn.\fad..:m\.a... ver or Musiri

Troe sowh=zdotheyplantodo? “We will
strive (o eswblish our characr sighin-
cantly ‘n o presentation with the heip ofa
thecpian like SRJ marna,” snswers Ashwin
SRJ Introdisced the singers with his remark

St the broters have no imowledge af even |

Temil. leavealone Teluguand Sanskerit But
he added that their pronunciaton is Zmpec-
cehie Might be the hypertole of an enthusi-
astic teecher, Nevertheless, thelr Vacham-
agocharame (v=ikavasiy and the fastpaced
Stvakamsundari (jaganmohini) to some
extent corroboraded SRS stetement.

If Pakkala Ramadas on the violin sup
pored the duo with encOUraging pesseges,
Kzllideflcrchs Sivakumar was exuberant
in keeping the rhythm, muffling the voices
of the singers at thmes.

*“The group assembled here might be
small,” accepted Rotin.” But we get the sat-
isfaction of pesforniing before an elite audl-
ence who reaily respect our music.” Sohow
doesitfee] tolearmanartthat isalien totheir
embience In Canada? " fesls great Infact,
it is our connection to India our cuinre and
heritage. We exjoy it,” pat comes the reply
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